Homework Ideas
Please use the weekly newsletters to help you with specific skills or words being covered throughout the course of the year.  Let me know if you come up with other fun ideas!!
· Bingo This can be used for everything from letter and number recognition to sight words, sentences, rhyme, opposites, sequencing, math problems, etc.  You can make your own boards with as many spaces as you need and use fun things to cover up the answers like M&Ms or Apple Jacks which are fun to eat when you’re finished.
· Stick-It Have your child go around the house with post-its and label things that begin with certain sounds.
· Treasure Hunt Make up a Seek and Find game using letters, numbers, math problems, sight words, etc.  Write up clues that your child will have to figure out.  For example, “Go to the place where you would find the milk.”  By the milk you would have another card with a letter, number, problem, word, etc. that he/she would have to read in order to get the next clue.  The next clue might say, “Go to the spot where you would find your shampoo.”  Have another card that he/she would have to read waiting there and so on.  This may take some prep work, but is well worth it because kids love figuring out the mystery and have so much fun that they don’t realize they are learning.
· Go Fish This can be played with just about anything as well, letters, numbers, picture cards (Do you have something that begins with a “b”?).
· Sugar/Salt Writing Pour sugar or salt onto a cookie sheet and have you child practice letter and number formation.  This is much more exciting than paper and pencil.
· Chalkboards/Dry erase boards Buy your child a bright colored marker or colored chalk and let them practice writing this way.  When finished, he/she can draw.
· Use the internet! There are numerous sites out there that are a fun, creative, and interactive way to practice math and reading skills.
· Read books Read to your child and ask questions!  Stop throughout the story to talk about what is happening, talk about the pictures, make predictions, and see if you can relate to the story.  Can he/she retell the story?
· Journal Have your child write or draw about something that is going on in his/her life.  What he/she wants for Christmas/Birthday, what did he/she do at school or play on the playground?  You could also choose a story that would lend itself to a new ending.  Read the story together and stop before finishing it.  Have your child write or draw a new ending.  Finish the story and compare the two.
· Memory Play this game with anything from pictures to letters, numbers, words, etc.
· Hop To It Write letters, numbers, words, or draw pictures for beginning sounds on sheets of paper and place them on the ground in a large square.  Have your child hop to specific cards.  “Hop to the number 13,” “What is 2+2,” “Hop to the word fan,” “Hop to a word that begins with an s.” 
· Color, Cut, Draw, Glue, Build with Legos Believe it or not, these are very important skills that your child may need to develop.  These require great hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills.  
· Wheel of Fortune Make simple words, sentences, or family members’s names using letters.  Give him/her coins, or M&Ms for a correct guess, buy vowels, etc.  Make up your own rules. 
· Fill in the Blank Write words on index cards and using a word bank, have your child fill in the missing word from the sentence.  Talk about the first word needing a capital letter.  Take turns with your child, make a mistake and see if he/she can catch it.  Reinforce rereading the sentences to check for mistakes.
· Fish for Cards Put paper clips on cards and use a magnet on a string to “fish” for cards.  Use this game to reinforce letters, numbers, math problems, opposites, words, etc.
· It’s Mine, It’s Yours Put cards in a pile.  Take turns turning them over and identifying what is on the cards. If your child says the correct answer for his/her card, he/she gets that card.  You say, “It’s yours”!  If he/she cannot correctly identify the card, you get it.  When you get cards, you say, “It’s mine” and visa versa.  (Make some mistakes and see if your child catches them and corrects them!)  Your child will be proud to have a bigger pile than you.  Have simple ones and also more challenging ones.  The game can be used to reinforce letters, sounds, numbers, words, math problems, etc.
· Ouch! This is a variation of It’s Mine, It’s Yours.  Put band-aids on a few of the cards.  When one is turned over, you say, “Ouch!”  These cards stop a player’s turn.
· Candyland Add cards to any game like this.  Pick a color card plus an ABC/sound card.  Players must answer cards correctly before moving.  Also, make color word cards instead of the regular game cards.  Your child will be learning red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple.
· Dice Throw Have a pile of cards and roll a die to determine the number of cards you get.  Read the cards and see who gets the larger pile.  If you can’t read the card, it goes back in the pile.  This game can be used to reinforce any skill.
· Cut Up Cut pictures out of magazines and strengthen fine motor muscles.  You can use this for just about anything; cut out pictures that begin with a certain letter, items for his/her birthday or Christmas wish list, etc. 
