
Jefferson City Public Schools–High School Curriculum

SUBJECT:

Objectives Assessment/Evaluation Instructional Activities

Grade 11-12

The American WestCOURSE:

STRAND:

Use a secession of maps to access the impact of
geography on the development of American
Western Expansion in the 19th Century

Performance: 1.4, 1.8, 3.5, 4.1
Knowledge: (SS) 5,7
SSCLE: MUSWH.3a.A,T-V (Geography)
NETS: N/A
DOK: 1-3

Summative Unit Evaluation:
Maps of:
•  Louisiana Purchase
•  Texas Annexation
•  Oregon Trail
•  Sante Fe Trail
•  Gadsden Purchase
•  All Western States
•  Physical Characteristic of Western States
Assessed using a scoring guide based on accuracy,
attractiveness, creativity and elements of the past
included

Mastery: 80%

United States Expansion:
Students will compare maps of
expansion in the United States during
the 19th century by shading the areas
that were gained in  separate
acquisitions and by writing an
explanation of how each acquisition was
attained and beneficial to the United
States goal of Manifest Destiny, using:
•  handouts
•  outlines
•  maps
•  computers

Modern Western State Poster:
Students will select a modern western
state to create a poster displaying a list
of criteria    prepared by the teacher,
using
•  library resources
•  handouts
•  computers
•  colored pencils
•  markers

(A)

Last Revised: Page 1 Grade 11-12 – The American West –5/20/11 Board Approved: 7-14-11



Objectives Assessment/Evaluation Instructional Activities

Identify key events and describe their impact on the
culture of the Native American in the 19th Century

Performance: 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10, 2.1, 3.5, 3.6, 4.6
Knowledge: (SS) 5-7
SSCLE: MUSWH.3a.A,T,U; EGSA.5.C; RIGIT.6.K,O;
                TSSI.7.C (US History)
NETS: N/A
DOK: 1-3

•  Students will construct and correctly place the
    events identified in class in sequential order on a
    timeline – assessed using a teacher created scoring
    guide
•  Accuracy of completion of questions, which
    analyze and draw conclusions from a chart
•  Graphic organizer – 10 events:
   •  Louisiana Purchase
   •  Annexation of Texas
   •  Era of Mountain Men
   •  Oregon Trail
   •  Life on the Trail
   •  Sante Fe Trail
   •  Alamo
   •  Indian War
   •  Native American Culture
   •  Technology of the West
   •  Dawes Indian Act
   •  Gold Rush
   •  Movement to California
   •  Oklahoma Land Rush
    Assessed using a teacher created scoring guide

Mastery: 100% on proper timeline
Mastery: 80% on identification of key events

10 Events:
Each student will list 10 events
separately which they felt helped shape
the American West.  Then in class, each
student will discuss and debate their 10
events against others.  After the
discussion and debate the class, as a
whole, will select 10 events voted on by
the class, using:
•  handouts
•  lectures
•  computer work
•  discussions
•  debates

Cause and Effect: Native American
wars in the 19th Century:
Students will pick one battle and
analyze it in depth, using:
•  long term and short term results
•  handouts
•  charts
•  lecture notes

(B)
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Objectives Assessment/Evaluation Instructional Activities

Identify key individuals and describe their
contributions to the various areas of the west

Performance: 1.1, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8-1.10, 2.1, 2.2
Knowledge: (SS) 2,6,7
SSCLE: EGSA.5.B; RIGIT.6.L; TSSI.7.F (US History)
NETS: N/A
DOK: 2,3

•  Description and importance of people and their:
   •  ideas in the organization
   •  design
   •  placement in the west
    – assessed using a scoring guide
•  Evaluation based on a scoring guide,
    which contains points for:
   •  information
   •  accuracy
   •  depth
   •  presentation
   •  artwork
   •  design
   •  creativity
   •  bibliography

Summative Unit Evaluation:
Distinguish between and analyze the effects people
and events had on the west
•  Lewis and Clark
•  Thomas Jefferson
•  James Bowie
•  James Beckworth
•  Davy Crockett
•  Kit Carson

(continued to C2)

Who’s Who, What’s What, Where’s
Where:
Students will work in groups to produce
an illustrated reference booklet for
travel into the far west, using:
•  encyclopedias
•  almanacs
•  travel books
•  the Internet
•  textbooks
•  handouts

Far West Baseball Card:
Each student will research a different
person from the assigned period, using:
•  encyclopedias
•  library resources
•  the Internet
•  handouts

(C1)
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Objectives Assessment/Evaluation Instructional Activities

(continued from C1)

•  Wyatt Earp
•  Billy the Kid
•  Wild Bill Hickok
•  Lincoln County War
•  Buffalo Bill
•  James-Younger Gang
•  William Randolph Hearst
•  Crazy Horse
•  Red Cloud
•  Sitting Bull
•  American Horse
•  Geronimo
•  General George Custer
•  Battle of Little Big Horn
•  Johnson County War
•  Pawnee Bill
    – assessed using a teacher created scoring guide

Mastery: 80%

(C2)
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Place, in correct chronological order, the expansion
of the United States, major events and personalities
of the Far West between 1800 and 1900.  Evaluate,
in writing, the importance of these land acquisitions,
events and people

Performance: 1.6-1.10, 3.1, 3.5, 3.6, 4.6
Knowledge: (SS) 2,6,7
SSCLE: MUSWH.3a.M,T,W; EGSA.5.D; TSSI.7.C
                (US History)
NETS:  N/A
DOK: 2,3

Travel Guide and Brochure – include the following
information:
Land Acquisition:
•  Texas
•  Oregon
•  California
•  Rocky Mountains
•  Indian Territory
•  Wyoming
•  Montana
Events
•  Bozeman Trail
•  Powder River Expedition
•  Fetterman Massacre
•  Little Bighorn
•  Wounded Knee
•  Hay Box Fight
•  Sand Creek Massacre
•  Battle of the Washita
•  Modoc War
•  Nez Perce War
Assessed using a teacher created scoring guide

Mastery: 80%

Western Expansion Graphic Organizer:
Students will construct a graphic
organizer of Western Expansion and
assess the importance of each land
acquisition

Native American Battle Timelines:
Students will construct a timeline of the:
•  events leading up to the major Native
    American battles fought in the
    American West
•  major Native American battles in the
   American West and assess the
    importancde of each battle

(D)
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Compare and contrast the opinions and attitudes of
various historical figures on:
•  political
•  social
•  cultural
•  military
•  economical
issues of the era of the Far Western Frontier

Performance: 1.1, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10, 2.3, 3.5, 3.6
Knowledge: (SS) 1,3,6
SSCLE: EGSA.5.C; RIGIT.6.M,O; TSSI:7.C (US History)
NETS: N/A
DOK: 2-4

The teacher will use a teacher created scoring guide
to grade students’ paragraphs
•  Fredrick Jackson Turner
•  Ulysses S. Grant
•  Phil Sheridan
•  General Crook
•  General Custer
•  Cochise
•  Geronimo
•  Chief Joseph
•  Sitting Bull
•  Crazy Horse
•  Ranchers vs. Farmers
•  Indians vs. Settlers

Mastery: 80%

Assessment Writing:
Students will read the speech given by
Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce and write
an assessment on the effect that
historical document has had on the
Northwestern Native Americans in the
United States

Custer/Crazy Horse Writing:
Students will write a paragraph
comparing/contrasting Colonel George
Armstrong Custer and Crazy Horse and
their differing views for the conflicts in
the American West between the military
and the Native Americans

(E)

Analyze and interpret literature and arts of the
American West and show how it reflects the:
•  social
•  economical
•  cultural
•  political
environment of that time period

Performance: 1.5, 1.6, 1.9, 1.10, 3.5, 3.6
Knowledge: (SS) 1-4, 6
SSCLE: MUSWH.3a.A,J,T,Y; EGSA.5.Cc; EGSA.5.F;
                RIGIT.6.L; TSSI.7.F (US History)
NETS:  N/A
DOK: 2-4

Reading and questions on:
•  American Western authors and artists
   •  CJ Box
   •  Louis Lamour
   •  Robert Parker
   •  Zane Grey
•  Photos of the West
   •  Soldiers
   •  Indians
   •  Wagon Trains
   •  Cowboys
   •  Towns
•  Identifying the images of the western artist
   •  Caitlin
   •  Remington
   •  Western Museum in Oklahoma City

Caitlin/Remington:
Students will view Western Art from
Caitlin and Remington to Modern
Western Art.  They will then compare
and contrast each style and modem

19th and 20th Century Literature:
Students will read Western Literature
from 19th and 20th Centuries and do
interpretive worksheets on these
readings

Western Films:
Students will view Western Films and
interpret their validity to the real West

(F)
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